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ture of fire to ascend. Upon advancing farther, I
discovered that the other head, that, namely, of
Perseus, had succeeded no less admirably; and
this astonished me far more, because it is at a
considerably lower level than that of the Medusa.
Now the mouths of the mould were placed above
the head of Perseus and behind his shoulders;
and I found that all the bronze my furnace con-
tained had been exhausted in the head of this
figure. It was a miracle to observe that not one
fragment remained in the orifice of the channel,
and that nothing was wanting to the statue. In
my great astonishment I seemed to see in this the
hand of God arranging and controlling all.

I went on uncovering the statue with success,
and ascertained that everything had come out in
perfect order, until I reached the foot of the right
leg on which the statue rests. There the heel it-
self was formed, and going farther, I found the
foot apparently complete. This gave me great
joy on the one side, but was half unwelcome to
me on the other, merely because I had told the
Duke that it could not come out. However,
when I reached the end, it appeared that the toes
and a little piece above them were unfinished, so
that about half the foot was wanting. Although
I knew that this would add a trifle to my labour,
I was very well pleased, because I could now
prove to the Duke how well I understood my
business. It is true that far more of the foot than